
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the middle of the night.  
When stark night was darkest,  

Then you chose to come. 
 

God’s resplendent first-born  
sent to make us one. 

The voices of doom protest: 
“All these words about justice,  

love and peace— 
All these naïve words  

will buckle beneath the weight of a reality  
which is brutal and bitter, ever more bitter.” 

 
It is true, Lord, it is midnight upon the earth,  

moonless night and starved of stars. 
 

But can we forget that You,  
the son of God,  

chose to be born precisely at midnight? 
 

If you had been afraid of shadows 
You would have been born at noon. 

But you preferred the night. 
 

Lord, you were born in the middle of the night 
because midnight is pregnant with dawn.  

 
- Dom Helder Camara 

 

The Longest Night Service 
December 21, 2018             

6:00pm 



 2 

St. Martin in the Fields Episcopal Church and School 

3110 Ashford Dunwoody Road, Atlanta, GA  30319 

Church: 404.261.4292 | stmartins.org  

School: 404.237.4260 | stmartinschool.org 

 

 

 

We welcome you to St. Martin in the Fields. We are a parish grounded in the rich Episcopal tradition of sacramental worship. 
All are invited to receive the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. If you do not wish to receive communion, you may come                       
forward to the chancel rail for a blessing by crossing your arms over your chest. If you are unable to come to the chancel rail 
at communion and would like the sacrament brought to you in your pew, please let an usher know.  
 
All are welcome here. Please tell us more about yourself by filling out a pew card and handing it to a greeter, usher, or clergy 
person as you leave. We hope that you will experience the presence of God’s Holy Spirit with us in today’s worship. 
 
Upon entering, you are invited to enter this place in silence, saving your greetings and conversations for the time after                        
worship.  In the words of Fr. Douglas Maris: “Silence is a prerequisite to prayer. Only when distractions are eliminated can 
the heart express itself unencumbered.” 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

ASSISTING IN THE SERVICE THIS EVENING 

 
Celebrant: The Rev. Allan Sandlin 
Preacher: The Rev. Amy Dills-Moore 
Also, preparing and assisting in this service, the Stephen Ministry team at St. Martin’s: 
Pam Beaubian | Karen Bedell | Marilee Betor | Susan Hamilton | Man Martin | Bill Monk | Cheryl Ponder |                        
Nancy Runion | Belinda Wedgwood 

http://www.stmartins.org
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The Gathering of the People 
The congregation stands. 
 

Celebrant Welcome to this Longest Night service, a time when we can, in company with each other, 
acknowledge the sadness we feel at Christmas time.  This is the time of the shortest day and longest 
night of the year, when memories of past experiences and the pain of present reality can become 
overwhelming.  Recognizing that this is not a season of joy for everyone, in this service we will be 
invited to reflect on the sorrow we may feel and offer it all to our great sign of hope, the Holy Child 
of Bethlehem.  We pray that all of us will find hope and comfort in knowing that we are not alone. 

 

Celebrant Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Celebrant If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” darkness is not 
dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both alike.  
Psalm 139:10-11 

 
 Let us pray. 

 
Collect for Advent  
 
Celebrant Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now 

in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that 
in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word                                                                                   Isaiah 9:2-7 
The congregation is seated for the reading of God’s Word.                        
  
 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep                        

darkness – on them light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  For the 
yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken 
as on the day of Midian.  For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;                                  
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for 
the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with                               
righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Psalm                Psalm 121 
The psalm is read in unison                                                                                                                                          
 
  I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
       from where will my help come? 
  My help comes from the LORD, 
       who made heaven and earth. 
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  He will not let your foot be moved; 
       he who keeps you will not slumber. 
  He who keeps Israel 
       will neither slumber nor sleep. 
  The LORD is your keeper; 
       the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
  The sun shall not strike you by day, 
       nor the moon by night. 
  The LORD will keep you from all evil; 
       he will keep your life. 
  The LORD will keep 
       your going out and your coming in 
       from this time on and forevermore. 

 
Scripture Reading                      Luke 2:8-20  
The congregation is seated for the reading of God’s Word.  
  
 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the                           
Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you:  you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,                            
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!”  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

Celebrant The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Homily 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Candle Lighting and Litany of Remembrance  
The congregation stands. 
 

Intercessor We light this candle to remember those persons whom we have loved and lost.  We pause to remem-
ber their names, their faces, their voices.  We give thanks for the memory that binds them to us this 
season which anticipates Christmas. 

 
People May God’s eternal love surround them. 
 

Intercessor We light the second candle to redeem the pain of loss:  the loss of relationships, the loss of jobs, the 
loss of health.  As we gather up the pain of the past, we offer it to you, O God, asking that into our 
open hands you will place the gift of peace. 

 

People Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and lead us into your future. 
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Intercessor We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time.  We pause and remember 
the past weeks, months, and for some of us, years of difficult times.  We honor the joy and sorrow 
of memories, our grief and sadness, as well as all the support of those who care for us. 

 
People Let us remember that dawn defeats darkness. 
 

Intercessor This fourth candle is lit to remember our faith and the gift of hope which God offers to us in the 
Christmas story.  We remember that God, who shares our life, also promises us a place and time 

where pain and suffering will be no more. 

 

People Let us remember the one who shows the way and who goes with us into our tomorrows. 
 

Blessing the Light  
 
Celebrant In this darkness we call for Light. This Light brought forth from the beginning of creation to shine 

in the shadows of our souls. We yearn for this gracious Light to warm us, to nourish us, and to give 
us strength. We call on this brilliant Light to show us our pain, so that in seeing it more clearly we 
might have the courage to bring it to you. And we ask you, O Holy One, to be with us here in our 
healing walk on this darkened earth.  

 
 You are invited to come forward and light a candle in memory of someone, in prayer, or as a sign of hope 

that the light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

Celebrant Loving God, hear our prayers this night.  Grant to all, and especially to those in sorrow this Christ-
mas, the blessing we ask in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Hymn 56 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                                                                    Stanzas 1, 2, 4, 6 

 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 

2 O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 
who orderest all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show 
and teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

4 O come, thou Branch of Jesse's tree, 
free them from Satan’s tyranny! 
that trust thy mighty power to save, 
and give them victory o'er the grave. Refrain 

6 O come, thou Dayspring from on high, 
and cheer us by thy drawing nigh;  
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain 
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The Holy Communion 
 

Celebrant God is with us.  
People  God is within and around us.  
  Even in our darkness,  
  This light shines in our heart.  
  Even in our grief,  
  we believe peace can be known.  
 

 We believe peace can be known because we are lovingly created in your image, Divine Healer,  
 Eternal One. You are the source of life for all creation and even as we cry out to you in our sorrow,  
 recalling all victims of suffering, innocent and knowing, and demanding your presence in the  
 depths of our sadness, we honor you for the gifts of these cleansing tears, this strengthening light,  
 and our renewing breath.  
   
 In Jesus, your eternal and incarnate child, you gave us a comforter and a friend; one to walk with  
 us and to be our Light when we cannot carry one for ourselves. He suffered grief and anxiety, fear  
 and pain. And he was put to a death of shame upon a cross, only to rise again in the glory of your  
 Love.  
 
 On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given  
 thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my body which is  
 given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
 As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to  
 them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out  
 for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance  
 of me.”  
 
 And so remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension,  
 longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and  
 human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:  
 
 Dying, you destroyed our death.  
 Rising, you restored our life.  
 Christ Jesus, come in glory!  
   
 Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the  
 Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your spirit’s power, may be a people of  
 compassion, justice, and love. Divine Healer, Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ,  
 and in the fullness of time, gather us with The Holy Innocents and all your people into the joy of  
 our true eternal home.  
 
 Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship  
 you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.  
 Blessed are you now and forever. AMEN. 
  
 And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
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    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
  
Post Communion Prayer  
 
 Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual  
 food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven,  
 healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of  
 Christ our Savior. AMEN. 
 

Prayer for the Night 
 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

 Lord, it is night. 
 The night is for stillness. 
 Let us be still in the presence of God. 
 It is night after a long day. 
 What has been done has been done; 
 what has not been done has not been done; 
 let it be. 
 The night is dark. 
 Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives rest in you. 
 The night is quiet. 
 Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, 
 all dear to us, and all who have no peace. 
 The night heralds the dawn. 
 Let us look expectantly to a new day, 
 new joys, new possibilities. 
 In your name we pray. 
 Amen.     (A New Zealand Prayer Book, 184) 

 
 

Hymn 66 Come, thou long expected Jesus              Verses 1, 2, and 4 

 
  Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
  From our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
 
  Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art: 
  Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 
  By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
  By thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
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The Blessing 

 Go in peace and faith. If you are tired, may you find rest, if you are anxious, may you find peace, if 
 you are lonely, may you find comfort. Know that nothing can separate you from the love of God in  
 Christ Jesus. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be  
 among you this night, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
 

Dismissal 

Celebrant Go forth in the name of the promised Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Stephen Ministers are available after the service for private prayer 
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