
February 7, 2018 

St. Martin in the Fields Episcopal Church (SMEC) 

Vestry Meeting Minutes 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm in the Parlor. 

Present: Vince Vitti, Rick Cobb, John Burton, Annemarie Madden, Dottie Palmer, Lisa Smith, Helen 

Ingebritsen, Genevieve Pearson, Leslie Bentley, Gene Smith, Jamie Clayton, Chris Nama, Tim Kelly, Fr. Allan 

Sandlin 

Absent: Cory Crotty, Jeff Mack 

Representing St. Martin’s Episcopal School (SMES): Luis Ottley, Ed.D; John Cunningham, Director of Finance 

at SMES; Richard Jaynes, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of SMES 

 John Cunningham explained that the purpose of the meeting. 

o The School is preparing to begin reconstruction of fire-damaged Claiborne Hall – the project 
described in detail by Dr. Ottley at the Parish meeting on January 28. Further, SMES is 
preparing to enter into a loan agreement to secure funding for that effort. In order to 
secure that funding, the Church is being asked to execute a negative pledge agreement. 
This agreement would enjoin the Church from incurring any liens or encumbrances on the 
property designated as 3110-A Ashford Dunwoody Road. A similar negative pledge 
agreement had been executed by the Church in 2011 in support of the efforts of SMES to 
construct the new Middle School Building. 

o John Cunningham further explained that the proceeds of the planned ten-year loan would 
be used to: retire the 2011 bonds that remained outstanding from the construction of the 
new SMES Middle School Building, rebuild Claiborne Hall, purchase land for SMES athletic 
fields, provide small amounts for interest and insurance. 

 Richard Jaynes noted that a Capital Campaign was already underway and gaining momentum. He 
further noted that the significant and very noticeable reconstruction of Claiborne Hall might well 
attract additional families to the Church – particularly families with very young children. 

 Dr. Ottley noted that he was excited about the tuition discount for the children of Church members 
that would increase from $500 to $1000 per student effective with the 2018-2019 school year 
(subject to certain pledge requirements).  

 Dr. Ottley, John Cunningham and Richard Jaynes left the meeting. 

 Helen Ingebritsen made the following motion: 

o The Vestry of The Episcopal Church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Inc. approves St. Martin's 
Episcopal School, Inc. entering into a commercial loan arrangement that requires as part of 
the collateral a negative pledge against the property located at 3110-A Ashford Dunwoody 
Rd, Atlanta GA 30319 and owned by The Episcopal Church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Inc. 

 Annemarie Madden seconded the motion. 

 The Vestry thoroughly debated the potential constraints that the negative pledge agreement might 
place upon the Church relative to high-dollar borrowing needs that might be encountered in the 
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coming ten years. Contemplated potential improvements to Church facilities were discussed as was 
the collective mission of the Church and School. 

 The motion was voted upon and it passed unanimously. 

The Meeting was adjourned at 7:15pm. 


