
January 28, 2018 

St. Martin in the Fields Episcopal Church (SMEC) 

Vestry Meeting Minutes 
 

The meeting was called to order at 12:05pm in the Burgreen Room. 

Present: Vince Vitti, Rick Cobb, John Burton, Jeff Mack, Annemarie Madden, Dottie Palmer, Lisa Smith, 
Helen Ingebritsen, Genevieve Pearson, Leslie Bentley, Gene Smith, Jamie Clayton, Chris Nama, Tim Kelly, Fr. 
Allan Sandlin 

Absent: Cory Crotty 

 Fr. Allan certified that a quorum was present. 

 Tim was appointed clerk. 

 The November 2017 Vestry minutes were approved unanimously by those Vestry members who 
were serving in November. 

 Associate Rector Search 

o Fr. Allan reported that he has formed a committee to assist with interviewing potential 
candidates. Chris Elwell, Amy Cogman and Nancy Smith will serve on that interview 
committee. 

o Fr. Allan reported that several strong candidates have been identified – to date the 
potential candidates have either a connection to the diocese or to the state. 

 Vestry Meetings 

o For the time being, the Vestry will meet the third Sunday of each month following the 
10:30am service. 

 Vestry Retreat 

o A couple of possible dates for the Vestry Retreat were proposed for March. Vestry 
members to report conflicts to Vince and Fr. Allan with a goal of finalizing a date in short 
order. 

 St. Martin’s Episcopal School (SMES) Discussion 

o Sean McLaren, a member of the SMES Board of Trustees, is the school liaison to the Vestry 
– he is expected to attend the next Vestry Meeting. 

o There was a brief discussion of the school construction plan presented by Dr. Ottley at the 
Parish meeting earlier on January 28. The loss of parking spaces during construction in the 
front of the church was reviewed from the perspective of those “spaces” potentially being 
carpool staging markers in a fire lane. An off-line review of that situation will be conducted. 

 Senior Warden Report 

o Election of the Junior Warden 

 John Burton was unanimously elected to the position of Junior Warden.  

o Election of the Treasurer 

 Lisa Smith was unanimously elected to the position of Treasurer.  



o There was a discussion concerning a potential on-boarding meeting for the new vestry 
members. Vince to investigate.  

o Vince noted that SMEC Vestry members must all take a "Dismantling Racism" course. Fr. 
Allan to try and get that course offered at SMEC. 

o New Rector Search 

 The group who is conducting the Parish survey – Holy Cow – will be at SMEC on 
April 7. 

 Twelve parishioners will serve on the Search Committee for a new rector. Barbara 
Adler, the Chair of this Committee, is currently working to recruit members. 

 The Search Committee – more appropriately the Nominating Committee (Fr. Allan 
clarified the preference of the Diocese of Atlanta) – will work independently of the 
Vestry.  

 The Nominating Committee will provide potential candidate names to the Vestry 
after they have narrowed the field to three to five finalists (typically three finalists 
are presented to the Vestry).  

o A plaque commissioned by the Rex Simms family has been placed in the church 
immediately to the left of statue of Saint Martin as one faces the altar. The depiction of 
Jesus with tools echoes Rex’ years of construction and maintenance to the buildings of the 
parish, the Bazaar and similar contributions. 

 Treasurer Report 

o The 2018 Budget, presented at the Parish Meeting earlier on January 28, was unanimously 
approved by the Vestry.  

 Other Business 

o Dottie Palmer to investigate ideas for parishioner name tags. 

o The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper will be held on February 13. 

o The 2018 Bazaar will occur in conjunction with the school again the year. Next step is to 
identify potential volunteers to serve as Bazaar Chairs. 

 Next Vestry Meeting – February 18 

o Among other business will be Commission assignments and the appointment of 
Commission Chairs. 

 Fr. Allan closed the meeting with a prayer. 

The Meeting was adjourned at 1:25pm. 


