
ST. MARTIN IN THE FIELDS CHURCH 

IN THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF ATLANTA 
Meeting of the Vestry and Parish Meeting 

September 16, 2018, 9:05am to 10:00am 

Gable Hall 

 

Fr. Allan Sandlin, Interim Rector, lead an opening prayer. 

Fr. Sandlin called the Meeting of the Vestry and Parish Meeting to order at 9:05am. 

Fr. Allan established that a quorum of the Vestry Members were present. 

Old Business 

 The minutes of the August 19 Vestry Meeting were unanimously approved by the Vestry 

Members voting and present. 

    

Opening  Remarks – Vince Vitti 

 Vince welcomed the Parish members and showed the new “We Are One” video. 

 

Vote on the Special Resolution Regarding Vestry Elections  – Vince Vitti 

 Vince explained that during times of transition, many boards elect to freeze elections. Vince 

read the special resolution for consideration and approval by the Parish:  

The Vestry election scheduled for fall of 2018 to elect new members for 2019 will be 

cancelled. The current Vestry members will extend their term for one additional year to 

accommodate this action. The next Vestry election will be in the fall of 2019 to elect 

members whose term begins in 2020.   

 Fr. Sandlin called for a motion, it was seconded, and the resolution was opened for discussion. 

o It was noted that a deferral of Vestry elections has not occurred in the past. 

o It was also noted that St. Martin’s Episcopal School has deferred Board of Trustee 

elections during at least two key transition times in the last several years. 

o The motion was tabled to allow for a discussion of the rector search process. 

 

Report from the Chair of the Parish Profile Committee – Nancy Smith       

 Nancy explained that the Parish Profile is complete: 

o It has been approved by both the nominating committee and by the vestry. 

o It is currently being reviewed by the Bishop’s office. 

 Tim Halloran explained the thought that went into the welcoming, “We Are One” brand 

development effort. He described the new logo, the new “One Community” parking lot banners, 

updated website, and other aspects of the rebranding process. 

 Nancy stated that the Office of Transition Ministry (OTM) will ultimately post the profile, the 

new video, link to parish website, and other materials that provide insights into St. Martin’s. 



 

Report from Chair of the Nominating Committee – Barbara Adler 

 Barbara introduced the members of the Nominating Committee. 

 Barbara provide an overview of the exhaustive nomination process: 

o Once the Parish Profile is approved it will be posted on the OTM website. The 

preliminary expectation, assuming no issues with the approval process, is that the 

deadline for receiving applications for our Rector position will be October 30. 

o The Diocese will then screen the applications and send all approved applications to the 

Nominating Committee.  

o Once applications are received, the Committee hopes to cut the number in half and to 

then conduct Skype interviews with the remaining applicants. 

o Following the Skype interviews, the Committee plans to shorten the list again and then 

teams from the Nominating Committee will visit the parishes where those candidates 

preside. 

o The list of candidates who remain following interviews and visits will be send to the 

Diocese. The Diocese will complete background checks on those individuals. 

o The final candidates will be visited by all members of the Nominating Committee. 

o In addition, those final candidates will be invited to visit St. Martin’s. 

o Those candidates will also be interviewed by Bishop Wright. 

o Lastly, the final (hopefully three candidates) will be presented to the Vestry for final 

selection. 

 Barbara noted that no activity will occur either during Advent/Christmas season or Holy Week. 

 There was a discussion concerning priests who members of the congregations feel may be a 

good fit for the rector position. Barbara explained that we need to encourage anyone who we 

think is a good candidate to formally apply for the position via the OTM. 

 

Vote on the Special Resolution Regarding Vestry Elections 

 The motion was removed from the table, the vote was called for and it passed unanimously 

among the Parish Members voting and present 

 

Campus Security Update – Chris Nama 

 Chris explained the new security process that will apply during the school week (M-F):  

o First time visit – your driver’s license will be scanned initiating a background check. 

o Subsequent visits – a QR code will be sent to your email address. The “quick badge” 

process will allow for faster entry. 

o Chris reminded parishioners to budget a little extra time when visiting Gable Hall and 

adjoining buildings as these new measures, designed to better protect SMES children, 

are implemented. 

 

The Meeting of the Vestry and Parish Meeting was adjourned and Fr. Allan dismissed the group with a 

benediction at 10:00am.  


